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Cranleigh Show Sunday 5th August
 We will have a stand at Cranleigh show that will tell visitors about bees and beekeeping and 
we’ll also be selling honey. Roger has all the details if you’d like to help out or just visit

Wisborough Green Honey Show
Monday 27th Aug

With this newsletter are the details of our annual honey show. There are entry classes for 
everyone so please consider  entering.  If  we really can’t  persuade you to  enter  your own 
produce why not come along anyway to eye up the competition for next year. Sue Cooper will 
be able to help with any questions not answered in the attached schedule. 

Apiary Meetings (Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green)
Saturday meetings start at 2.00pm, Wednesday meetings start at 6.30pm

Saturday 4th August
Wednesday 8th Aug 
Saturday 18th Aug Extracting honey.
Saturday 8th Sept 
Wednesday BBQ Please note there will be BBQ facilities after EVERY Wednesday evening 
meeting throughout the season. Please bring your own food, cutlery, etc

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

I have had a couple of e-mails lately that appear to have come from Africa asking me for 
help in teaching beekeeping, or as one said “to tame bees”. I think this might be an attempt to 
enter the country and if anybody else gets a similar message I suggest they ignore it. I think 
correspondence might lead to a request for a visit, saying they were being sponsored by their 
Government. When they get here they would disappear. I have heard of similar instances so 
beware.

Those  of  you  who  visit  the  website  will  have  noticed  we  now  have  a  “Practical 
Beekeeping” button. This is so you can easily access various helpful notes, and a record sheet 
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that is similar to the one we use at Dounhurst. We will be adding to it when we can, so check 
regularly.  Many  of  the  questions  that  get  asked  may  well  be  answered  here,  or  in  the 
newsletters,  so  look  first.  We  have  received  several  complimentary  messages  about  the 
development of our website, and not only from our members, which is pleasing. 

On looking at other beekeeping sites for a future article I am writing for Bee Craft, I have 
come across several recipes for thymol patties to be used in varroa control. The ingredients are 
thymol, vegetable fat, and caster sugar, and are simple to make. I have modified the formats 
slightly to make it print easier, but if you would like a copy then please e-mail me. I hope to treat 
half my colonies with patties, and half with Apiguard this autumn, then compare the mite count. I 
will stress that I have never used them, so don’t know if they are efficient or not.

We won’t be having a pyrethroid resistance testing day this year because resistance is 
now widespread and there is little point finding out what we already know. Apiguard and oxalic 
acid seemed to work well at Dounhurst last year, and I see no reason to change. We tried one 
or two IPM techniques,  but  they largely failed.  It  is  not  easy in a teaching situation where 
different demonstrators may handle different colonies to organise things as they should be. A 
simple thing like drone culling needs a lot of organising, and some form of timetable for it to 
work properly. I usually get to meetings 2 hours before kick-off, and I still don’t have time to 
organise everything that needs doing.

As you know we will be having a winter meeting “What else we see at the Apiary”. We 
have 3 members who will be speaking on insects, plants, mammals, birds, and trees, but we 
need someone who can do fungi and possibly lichen. If you are reasonably knowledgeable on 
these, or know someone who is can you please contact me.

Those who have recently taken up beekeeping may not know of the queen problems I 
have been trying to highlight for some time. You can read about these on  http://www.dave-
cushman.net/bee/rogerpatterson.html or   http://www.bbka.org.uk/news/news/queenspoor-
mating-and-lay.shtml.  This year there have been many supersedures of  young queens, and 
queens “disappearing”, neither of which should be happening normally. What is alarming is that 
most of them are laying well. It will pay to clip and mark your queens, and check colonies on a 
14 day cycle, firstly so you know if your queen has been replaced, and secondly so you can 
address queenlessness before it is too late. It seems that some queens that “disappear” may go 
off lay for at least 5 days before “disappearing”, leaving the colony nothing they can raise a new 
queen from, and hopelessly queenless. On the July 14th meeting we had four queens that have 
been raised this year, and only been laying for 4-5 weeks being superseded. THIS SHOULD 
NOT HAPPEN, but it is, and I can’t get anybody to take me seriously.

On a recent walk in Ashdown Forest I saw two beech trees with bees in less than a 
quarter of a mile apart. Pre-varroa this was common, but almost unheard of these days. Both 
colonies were very dark, and flying very strongly. They were bringing in large amounts of pollen, 
and there were no dead bees under the entrance as you would expect. From a distance they 
seemed very healthy.

On the July 14th meeting Daisy and I got to the apiary early to prepare for the meeting, 
and she noticed two swallows flying immediately above a hole in the canopy where the bees 
were flying through, obviously catching our bees. I have never seen this before, but it shows 
what a keen eye can spot. 

Frames and Foundation

Frames and foundation are on sale from the division at  Apiary meetings.  Frames are 60p, 
shallow foundation 40p, brood 70p. It makes life much easier if you have the correct money to 
hand.

Also we have an arrangement with Paynes that orders placed with Paynes can be (courtesy of 
Ray Noakes) be collected from apiary meetings.
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Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that can’t attend in 
touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

Insects and Mites Rupert Burne

Sue  Cooper  very  kindly showed  a  number  of  members  round  her  breeding  unit  for  bugs.  Having 
equipped  us  all  with  a  magnifying  glass  Sue  then  described  her  business  which  was  essentially 
breading parasitic creatures that are used to destroy various forms of agricultural (and garden) pests 
(such as white fly, red spider mite etc). The process starts with breeding the original pest on plants in 
greenhouses and these are used to promote breeding of the parasite which are then harvested and 
sent to customers to release onto their pest infested plants. The parasites are very small (hence the 
magnifying  glass)  and  usually  are  delivered  in  the  post.  Sue  has  a  website  www.biowise-
biocontrol.co.uk that covers the various products she does. 

Sue’s breeding unit is in a delightful spot in wooded countryside near Graffham a far cry from my place 
of work in central London. I’m rather jealous (especially on a sunny day like today). We all found it a 
fascinating visit and are very grateful to Sue for taking the time to show us round. 

County News

County News from the Chairman Roger Patterson
(Telephone 01403 790 637 or E-mail r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk)

I mentioned in July County News that several people had taken the BBKA Basic assessment. The 
good news  is  that  six  of  them passed,  Angela  Pocock,  Judith  Walsh,  and  Guy Wheatley from the 
Worthing Div, and Rosanne Blacklock, Fionn Turnbull, and Daisy from Wisborough Green. Previously 
Carolyn Farley of Chichester Div had passed. Well done everyone.

At Wisborough Green we have had a recent spell of young queens being superseded. Some have 
only been laying a couple of weeks. The message is clear, inspect your colonies regularly, otherwise you 
can end up with a hopelessly queenless situation. There are also many cases of queens “disappearing”, 
often those that have gone out with swarms. I am having similar messages from elsewhere in the country, 
so I know the problems are widespread.

For those of you who would like to show your hive products there will soon be the local shows, 
where you can get some practice in before trying your luck at the National later in the year. The first one 
will be at Wisborough Green-details below, so go on, give it a go.
Roger Patterson.

County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Meetings at Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. Nothing until September.
  
Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Website www.worthingbeekeepers.fsnet.co.uk/org.uk 
Sun 5th Sept-Extracting at Audrey’s home
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